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The  biodiversity of the Baltic sea is a unique value  for nations living around the  sea. In spite of this, the diversity of life in this ecosystem  is threatened mainly by eutrophication, by concentrations of hazardous substances, by increasing navigation and accidents. There are also several general factors responsible for biodiversity loss and they  could be fully addressed  to the Baltic sea area, especially to its southeastern part. The local threats are mainly cultural changes, immigration, international threats- macroeconomic changes, international business. Political threats to biodiversity  are  unsustainable project implementation as well as weakness of implementation of   existent nature protection laws. All these threats, including climate change impact identify loss of biodiversity at genetic, species, habitat and ecosystem level.


The survival of biodiversity completely depends on diversity of natural habitats. In the Baltic sea more than 130 different coastal and marine habitats types are presented. The state of  habitats according to the “Red List” of the Baltic Sea presents the status with severe cause for concern as 83% of all biotopes and 15% are rated as heavily endangered. About 200 rivers fall in the sea, but  five of them - Neva, Daugava, Nemunas, Visla, Odra are responsible for close 50% of pollution of Baltic sea waters; Daugava – 80% for the Gulf of Riga.


Data of  the diversity of key  trophic groups in the coastal zone of the Gulf of Riga and open sea (coastline 500 km) illustrates the state of biodiversity, mainly under eutrophication impact. Implementation of Natura 2000 sites  at southeastern coasts of the Baltic Sea in close future shall be in good agreement with the general obligations of  Biodiversity Convention.
