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Abstract. New records of two crab spider species, Bassaniodes ovadan (Marusik et Logunov, 1995) and 
Runcinia tarabayevi Marusik et Logunov, 1990, from Azerbaijan are presented. Both species are recorded 
from the Caucasus for the first time.

Резюме. Представлены новые находки из Азербайджана двух видов пауков-крабов – Bassaniodes 
ovadan (Marusik et Logunov, 1995) и Runcinia tarabayevi Marusik et Logunov, 1990. Оба вида впер-
вые отмечены на Кавказе. 
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New records of spiders of the family Thomisidae (Arachnida: Araneae) from 
the Caucasus

Новые находки пауков из семейства Thomisidae (Arachnida: Araneae) 
для фауны Кавказа

Of all spider families, the Thomisidae is the 
seventh largest in terms of species diversity, ac-
counting for 2172 species in 171 genera (World…, 
2024). In the Caucasus, 82 thomisid species in 
19 genera have been recorded/described (Otto, 
2022), of which 64 species in 19 genera are known 
from Azerbaijan (Khasayeva & Huseynov, 2015; 
Otto, 2022; Nuruyeva, 2022; Nuruyeva & Snego-
vaya, 2024).

This article presents two new findings of the 
spiders collected by the second author in the Na-
khchivan Autonomous Republic (Azerbaijan) dur-
ing the summer of 2011. Both species are recorded 
for the first time from the Caucasian region. The 
aim of this paper is to provide a brief illustrated 
account of these findings.

The specimens examined are housed in the col-
lection of the Institute of Zoology of the Ministry 
of Education and Science of Azerbaijan (IZBA). 
Images were taken by means of a Nikon SMZ 1270 
microscope equipped with a Sony DSC-P8 camera.

Family Thomisidae

Genus Bassaniodes Pocock, 1903

Bassaniodes ovadan (Marusik et Logunov, 1995)
(Figs 1–3)

Xysticus ovadan Marusik et Logunov, 1995: 146, figs 
24–25 (male).

Material examined. Azerbaijan, Nakhchivan, 
Shakhbuz Distr., Batabat, 39°32′52.45″N 45°47′22.91″E, 
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2127 m a.s.l., on ground, 23.VI.2011, 1 male, N.Yu. Sne-
govaya leg. (IZBA).

Distribution. To date, this species has been 
known only from the type locality in Turkmen-
istan (Marusik & Logunov, 1995); it is the first 
record after the original description (Fig. 8).

Genus Runcinia Simon, 1985

Runcinia tarabayevi Marusik et Logunov, 1990
(Figs 4–7) 

Runcinia tarabayevi Marusik et Logunov, 1990: 33, 
figs 1–5 (male); Lehtinen, 2004: 175, figs 4, 46 
(male); Zamani et al., 2019: 242, figs 1E–G (male).

Material examined. Azerbaijan, Nakhchivan, Sha-
rur Distr., Akhura Vill., 39°34′40.02″N 45°09′06.86″E, 

1203 m a.s.l., on ground, 22.VI.2011, 1 male, N.Yu. Sne-
govaya leg. (IZBA).

Distribution. The species is known from Ka-
zakhstan (Marusik & Logunov, 1990; Zyuzin & 
Tarabaev, 1993; Ponomarev, 2008), Kyrgyzstan 
(Marusik & Logunov, 1990), Tajikistan (Marusik 
& Logunov, 1995), Mongolia (Marusik & Logu-
nov, 1999) Iran (Zamani et al., 2019), and Russia: 
Astrakhan Province (Ponomarev, 2022) and Che-
lyabinsk Province (Esyunin et al., 2024) (Fig. 8). 

Data on Thomisidae of Azerbaijan is scattered 
in numerous works by Dunin, Huseynov, Khasaye-
va, Nuruyeva, Marusik, and other authors. The 
best studied regions of Azerbaijan include the 
Sheki-Zakatala area in the north (Dunin, 1989), 

Figs 1–7. Bassaniodes ovadan (Marusik et Logunov, 1995), male (1–3) and Runcinia tarabayevi Marusik et Lo-
gunov, 1990, male (4–7). 1, 4, body, dorsal view; 2, 6, palp, ventral view; 3, 7, palp, retrolateral view; 5, eye field, 
dorsal view. Scale bars: 1 mm (1, 4), 0.2 mm (2, 3), 0.5 mm (5), 0.1 mm (6, 7).
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the Absheron Peninsula and Gobustan in the east 
(Dunin, 1984; Guseinov, 1999; Nuruyeva, 2022), 
the Ganja-Gazakh area in the west (Khasayeva, 
2021) and the Lankaran area in the south (Gusei-
nov, 1999). At the same time, the central, northeast-
ern and southwestern parts of the country, includ-
ing Nakhchivan, remain insufficiently or extremely 
poorly studied. To date, eight species of Thomisidae 
have been recorded from Nakhchivan (Marusik et 
al., 2005). With the present data, their number has 
increased up to ten. The genera Bassaniodes and 
Xysticus C.L. Koch, 1835 are most speciose, each 
accounting for three species. The genera Ozypti-
la Simon, 1864, Synema Simon, 1864, Thomisus 
Walckenaer, 1805, and Runcinia each includes one 
species recorded. The above numbers undoubtedly 
do not reflect the true richness of the thomisid fau-
na of Nakhchivan, indicating the need for further 
study of the Thomisidae of this region.

Acknowledgements

We are grateful to Kirill G. Mikhailov (Moscow, 
Russia) for providing photographs of the copulatory 
organs of the holotype of Bassanoides ovadan. We also 
wish to thank Alexander V. Ponomarev (Rostov-on-
Don, Russia) and Dmitri V. Logunov (St Petersburg, 
Russia) for useful comments on the manuscript helping 
us to improve it.

References
Dunin P.M. 1984. Fauna and ecology of the spiders 

(Aranei) of the Absheron Peninsula (Azerbaija-
nian SSR). In: Utochkin A.S. (Ed.). Fauna and 
ekologiya paukoobraznykh. Mezhvuzovskiy sbornik 
nauchnykh statey [Fauna and ecology of arachnids. 
Inter-university collection of scientific papers]: 45–
60. Perm: Perm State University. (In Russian).

Dunin P.M. 1989. Fauna and altitudinal distribution 
of spiders (Arachnida, Aranei) of the Azerbaijani-
an part of the southern macroslope of the Greater 
Caucasus. In: Lange A.B. (Ed.). Fauna i ekologiya 
paukov i skorpionov. Arakhnologicheskiy sbornik 
[Fauna and ecology of spiders and scorpions. 
Arachnological papers]: 31–39. Moscow: Nauka. 
(In Russian).

Esyunin S.L., Zolotarev M.P., Nesterkov А.V., 
Plakkhina E.V. & Ustinova A.L. 2024. New data 
on the spider fauna of Urals (Arachnida: Arane-
ae). Bulletin of Perm University, Biology, 2024(1): 
42‒53. (In Russian, with English summary). 
https://doi.org/10.17072/1994-9952-2024-1-42-53

Guseinov E.F. 1999. Pauki Lenkoranskoy prirodnoy 
zony i Apsheronskogo poluostrova Azerbaydzhana 
[Spiders of Lankaran Natural Region and Apsher-
on Peninsula in Azerbaijan]. Abstract of PhD the-
sis. Baku. 29 p. (In Russian).

Khasayeva Sh.I. 2021. The fauna and ecology of 
spiders (Arachnida, Araneae) of Ganja – Gazakh 
zone. Abstract of PhD thesis. Baku. 26 p. 

Fig. 8. Collecting localities of two species of Thomisidae in Central Asia and the Caucasus.

https://doi.org/10.17072/1994-9952-2024-1-42-53


T.V. Nuruyeva & N.Yu. Snegovaya. New records of Thomisidae from the Caucasus

( Zoosystematica Rossica, Vol. 33, No. 1, pp. 102–105 105

Khasayeva Sh.I. & Huseynov E.F. [Guseinov E.F.] 
2015. Gəncə-Qazax bölgəsinin hörümçəklərinin 
(Arachnida, Araneae) fauna və ekologiyası [Study 
of spiders (Arachnida, Araneae) in Agstafa region]. 
АМЕА-nın Xəbərləri (biologiya və tibb elmləri) 
(Journal of Life Sciences and Biomedicine), 70(2): 
68–74. (In Azerbaijanian, with Russian and English 
summaries). https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7422649

Lehtinen P.T. 2004. Taxonomic notes on the Misumen-
ini (Araneae: Thomisidae: Thomisinae), primarily 
from the Palaearctic and Oriental regions. In: Lo-
gunov D.V. & Penney D. (Eds). European arach-
nology 2003 (Proceedings of the 21st European Col-
loquium of Arachnology, St Petersburg, 4–9 August 
2003). Arthropoda selecta, Special issue 1: 147–184. 

Marusik Yu.M., Guseinov E. & Aliev H.A. 2005. 
Spiders (Arachnida: Aranei) of Azerbaijan 4. Fau-
na of Naxçivan. Arthropoda selecta, (2004), 13(3): 
135–149. 

Marusik Yu.M. & Logunov D.V. 1990. The crab spi-
ders of Middle Asia, USSR (Aranei, Thomisidae). 
1. Descriptions and notes on distribution of some 
species. Korean Arachnology, 6: 31–62. 

Marusik Yu.M. & Logunov D.V. 1995. The crab spi-
ders of Middle Asia (Aranei, Thomisidae), 2. Be-
iträge zur Araneologie, (1994), 4: 133–175. 

Marusik Yu.M. & Logunov D.V. 1999. On the spi-
ders (Aranei) collected in central Mongolia during 
a joint American–Mongolian–Russian expedition 
in 1997. Arthropoda selecta, 7: 233–254. 

Nuruyeva T.V. 2022. Spiders (Arachnida: Araneae) 
of Gobustan (Azerbaijan): fauna, bioecology. Ab-
stract of PhD thesis. Baku. 26 p. 

Nuruyeva T.V. & Snegovaya N.Yu. 2024. New re-
cords of spiders (Arachnida: Aranei) from Azerbai-
jan. Euroasian entomological Journal, 23(1): 47–49. 
https://doi.org/10.15298/euroasentj.23.01.11

Otto S. 2022. Caucasian spiders. A faunistic database 
on the spiders of the Caucasus ecoregion. Version 
02.2022 [online]. https://caucasus-spiders.info/ 
[viewed 21 March 2024].

Ponomarev A.V. 2008. Additions to fauna of spiders 
(Aranei) of the from [sic!] south of Russia and 
Western Kazakhstan: new taxa and finds. Cauca-
sian entomological Bulletin, 4(1): 49–61. https://
doi.org/10.23885/1814-3326-2008-4-1-49-61

Ponomarev A.V. 2022. Pauki (Arachnida: Aranei) yugo- 
vostoka Russkoy ravniny: katalog, osobennosti 
fauny [Spiders (Arachnida: Aranei) of the south-
east of the Russian Plain: catalogue, specific fea-
tures of the fauna]. Rostov-on-Don: Southern Sci-
entific Centre of the Russian Academy of Sciences. 
640 p. (In Russian). 

World spider catalog. Version 25.0 [online]. 2024. Nat-
ural History Museum Bern. http://wsc.nmbe.ch; 
https://doi.org/10.24436/2 [viewed 3 March 2024].

Zamani A., Tanasevitch A.V., Nadolny A.A., Es-
yunin S.L. & Marusik Yu.M. 2019. New data on 
the spider fauna of Iran (Arachnida: Aranei). Part 
VI. Euroasian entomological Journal, 18(4): 233–
243. https://doi.org/10.15298/euroasentj.18.4.01

Zyuzin A.A. & Tarabaev Ch.K. 1993. The spiders and 
scorpions inhabiting Ustyurt Plateau and Man-
gyshlak Peninsula (South-Western Kazakhstan). 
Bullettino delle sedute della Accademia gioenia di 
scienze naturali in Catania, 26(345): 395–404.

Received 14 March 2024 / Accepted 2 July 2024. Editorial responsibility: D.V. Logunov & A.A. Przhiboro

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.7422649
https://doi.org/10.15298/euroasentj.23.01.11
https://caucasus-spiders.info/
https://doi.org/10.23885/1814-3326-2008-4-1-49-61
https://doi.org/10.23885/1814-3326-2008-4-1-49-61
http://wsc.nmbe.ch
https://doi.org/10.24436/2
https://doi.org/10.15298/euroasentj.18.4.01

