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A first record of Hebrus ruficeps and the family Hebridae (Heteroptera:
Gerromorpha) from Yakutia (East Siberia)
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Abstract. Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871 (Heteroptera: Hebridae) is recorded for the first
time from the Republic of Sakha (Yakutia), East Siberia, approximately 1850 km from the nearest west-
ern finding (Irkutsk) and roughly 2080 km from the nearest eastern finding (Artem) of the species. The
single specimen was collected in a small grass-sedge hummocky swamp located 19 km west-northwest of
Yakutsk.

Pesiome. Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871 (Heteroptera: Hebridae) snepsoie HaiineH B
Pecny6auke Caxa (Axyrtus) (Bocrounas Cubupb), Ha paccTogaHuu oK. 1850 KM oT Giamskaiimeit
sanmagHoi Haxoaku (MpkyTck) u ok. 2080 kM oT Gamskaiiimmeil BocTouHol Haxogku (ApTéM) 3TOrO
Bua. EMMHCTBEHHBIH 9K3eMILISAP ObLI COGPaH B 3J1aKOBO-OCOKOBOM KOYKAPHOM (O0JIOTIIE, PACTIOJIO-
’)keHHOM B 19 KM K 3amamy-ceBepo-3amaay oT AKyTcKa.
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The small, globally distributed family Hebridae
from the infraorder Gerromorpha is represented in
Russia by five species of the genus Hebrus Curtis,
1831. Among them, H. (Hebrus) pusillus (Fallén,
1807) and H. (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thomson, 1871
were recorded from southern Siberia (Kanyu-
kova, 1997, Kanyukova, 2006). Hebrids live in
damp habitats along the banks of water bodies on
aquatic vegetation, in swamps, and on wet mosses.
They are predators that prey on small arthropods.
Due to their small size, which ranges from 1.3 to

2.4 mm, and their stealthy way of life, these in-
sects remain insufficiently examined.

Hebrus ruficeps is a trans-Eurasian species. It
is recorded from nearly all European countries
except Spain (Andersen, 1995; Kanyukova, 1998,
2006). In the European part of Russia and the
Urals, it is distributed meridionally from the Re-
public of Karelia to the Rostov Province, and lat-
itudinally from the Pskov and Smolensk provinc-
es to the Sverdlovsk Province (Bodrenkov, 1927;
Gapon, 2004; Kanyukova, 1998, 2006; Dyadich-
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Fig. 1. Female of Hebrus (Hebrusella) ruficeps Thom-
son, 1871 collected in Yakutia. Photo by D.A. Gapon.

ko et al., 2009; Ukhova et al., 2022). A relict Late
Pleistocene enclave exists in the North Caucasus
in the Kabardino-Balkarian Republic (Prokin,
2018; Prokin et al., 2019). In the Asian part of
Russia, the species was recorded from Irkutsk and
the Primorskiy Territory (city of Artem) (Kanyu-
kova, 1998, 2006). In addition, it is known to be

present in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan (Anders-
en, 1995; Kanyukova, 2006).

A single overwintered female of H. ruficeps
(Fig. 1) was found in Central Yakutia on the Lena—
Vilyui interfluve at the 25th kilometer of the Vi-
lyuysk tract (62°06'04"N 129°16'36"E) on 27 May
2023 by E.N. Zykov. The specimen was collect-
ed using a sweep net in a grass-sedge hummock
swamp that had formed on abandoned arable land
overgrown with forest vegetation (Fig. 2). The
specimen is stored in the Heteroptera collection at
the Zoological Institute of the Russian Academy
of Sciences (ZISP), St Petersburg, Russia. This
finding is located approximately 1,850 km from
the nearest western locality (Irkutsk) and about
2,080 km from the nearest eastern locality (city of
Artem) where the species was previously recorded
(Fig. 3).

The first record of H. ruficeps from Yakutia
extends the range of the species in Siberia, which
now reaches 62° of north latitude, and adds the
new family Hebridae to the regional faunal list.
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