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To whom it may concern

REVIEW

of the abstract of the thesis by Markiyanova Marina Fedorovna
"Sibling species Chironomus plumosus group (Diptera: Chironomidae)
Curonian and Vistula Lagoons of the Baltic Sea™
submitted for the competition of scientific degree of the candidate of biological sciences
by specialty 03.02.04 — zoology

The dissertation deals with selected aspects of the physiclogy and ecology of two twin species of
Chironomus (Ch. plumosus and Ch. balctonicus). The research is based on extensive data collected
in the Curonian and Vistula Lagoon.

The dissertation exemplifies a modern approach. The author first identifies larvae of the species
using chromosomal analysis, and then examines the osmoregulatory ability of the larvae, and their
nutritional requirements.

The author Marina Fedorovna Markiyanova shows very good knowledge of the subject and liter-
ature. The results of her study provide many important insights into the ecology of Chironomidae.

In my opinion, after relevant preparation, the dissertation should be published in international
journals.

In terms of the relevance of the topic, the scientific and practical significance, the thesis by M. F.
Markiyanova meets the requirements for candidate dissertations. Its author Marina Fedorovna
Markianova deserves the applied degree of candidate of biological sciences on specialty
03.02.04 — zoology.
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