
Insect Environment, Vol.14 (4), January-March 2009Insect Environment, Vol.14 (4), January-March 2009

Record of Coccinellids Predating on Mealy bug, Phenacoccus
solenopsis Tinsley (Homoptera : Pseudococcidae) in Gujarat
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Tobacco and cotton are the most remunerative cash crops of middle
Gujarat. These crops were attacked by mealy bug, Phenacoccus
solenopsis Tinsley a major species occurring in middle Gujarat (Jhala et
al., 2008). P. solenopsis being a polyphagous pest was found to feed on
a number of cash, ornamental, medicinal, vegetable and other crops
including weeds. A roving survey was carried out in 2007 near and around
farms of Anand Agricultural University, Anand. During the survey two
coccinellids viz., Brumoides suturalis (Fabricius) and Hyperaspis
maindroni Sicard (Coleoptera: Coccinellidae) were found as predators
on another species of mealy bug. P. solenopsis. Srivastava (2003) reported
these predators on another species of mealy bug. This information will
be useful for the scientists working with predatory potential of
coccidophagous insects and its status in pest management.

Authors are highly thankful to Dr. J. Poorni, Principal Scientist, PDBC,
Bangalore for identification of the predators.
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Effect of Insecticides as Seed Treatment against Okra Pests

J.J. Patel, B.N. Satodiya and K.B. Kathiria
Main Vegetable Research Station, Anand Agricultural University,

Anand – 388110, Gujarat, India.

Okra, an important vegetable crop is attacked severely by various sucking
pests viz., jassid (Amrasca biguttula biggutulla Ishida) and whitefly
(Bemisia tabaci G.) in initial stage and by shoot and fruit borer (Earias
vittella Fab.) in later stage. In order to evaluate the bio-efficacy of different
seed treatments, an experiment was conducted at Main Vegetable
Research Station, Anand Agricultural University, during consecutive three   
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