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The Chrysomelidae of Nepal are investigated since many years and each year new species are found and described. Therefore, the number of species is increasing steadily, meanwhile about 900 species are known. In all regions of this mountainous country leaf beetles occur and they are found even at altitudes of more than 4000 m. The rich landscape structure favours a very high diversity of leaf beetles, many of them are endemic.

In 1999 a catalogue of all known Nepalese leaf beetles was published by Medvedev & Sprecher. It included 797 species. However, soon after its publication new species were described by different authors, so that today the number of species has considerably increased and will soon exceed 900. A supplement of the catalogue is in preparation and will complete the actual list of species.

Recently, a key to all Nepalese genera was proposed (Medvedev & Sprecher, in print). Till now, it was not possible to find a single key to determine all Nepalese genera and it was necessary to study several publications. The aim of this key is to give a summary of all occuring genera. However, many problems had to be cleared and several genera needed a revision.

A revision of the genus Aphthona Chevrolat revealed several synonymies and new species (Konstantinov & Sprecher, in print). While in the catalogue mentioned above, only 13 species were listed, today 26 species are known. Two new synonymies, one restored species and 6 new species are discussed. Their description is based mainly on male and female sexual characters, which were not considered in former studies.

The same situation is in Benedictus Scherer. The catalogue included 5 species, but the number will increase. A revision is in preparation.

An unclear situation was also found in the Galerucine genus group of Mimagetocera Maulik, Cerophysa Chevrolat and Oedicerus Kollar & Redtenbacher. These genera are new synonyms of Taumacera Thunberg, because they differ only in secondary sexual characters of males and all other generic characters are identical with the ones of Taumacera Thunberg. With the existing keys it was not possible to determine females. Therefore, the question was, what are valid characters to define a genus. Are secondary sexual characters sufficient to define a genus? Other characters describing these genera are common for all of them. Because of the unclear position of Cerophysa and Taumacera, Gressitt & Kimoto in 1963 have already reduced Cerophysa to a subgeneric rank under Taumacera. However, the other two genera, Mimagetocera and Oedicerus, were still listed as valid genera, but in reality we find exactly the same situation as in Cerophysa: the only character to separate them from Taumacera is the structure of the male antennal segments. Because of these characters they are to be considered as synonyms of Taumacera. In Nepal, 5 species of the new defined genus Taumacera Thunberg are actually known. The distribution of the genus is in India, Sri Lanka, Myannmar, China, Siam, Malaysian peninsula, Sumatra, Java, Borneo.
