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Summary

Calligrapha Chevrolat is a large American leaf beetle genus of imprecise taxonomic boundaries. Most species occur in 

Central and South America where they have not been subject to modern systematic revisions. This work is the first attempt 

to clarify the systematics of the group by focusing on a relatively diverse species group well characterized from a mor-

phological standpoint: the group of C. argus Stål. I provide a pragmatic identification key for major lineages in Cal-

ligrapha, highlighting a potentially useful character for supra-specific rank systematics within this genus, namely the 

shape of the distal end of the flagellum in the penis. This key helps recognizing the C. argus species group as one with 

species having a single spot enclosed by humeral lunule and a complete arcuate band, laterally confluent with subsutural 

stripe (except in C. elegantula Jacoby), deep hypomeral furrow and with characteristic ventral carving at apex of flagel-

lum, as major distinguishing features. The species group is subdivided into fourteen species, whereby one previously de-

scribed taxon, C. famularis Stål, is subordinated as subspecies of C. geographica Stål stat. nov., and two new species from 

southern Mexico and Guatemala are described: C. anabelae sp. nov. and C. catarinae sp. nov. An identification key for 

all the species in the group is provided, as well as collection data for the approximately 2,100 specimens determined for 

this work and distribution maps based on these collection data. The group is centred in the Caribbean Mesoamerican bio-

geographic domain, with two species reaching the California-Rocky Mountain domain to the north (C. ancoralis Stål and 

C. diversa Stål), and three species reaching the Caribbean Northwest-South American domain to the south (C. argus Stål, 

C. diversa Stål and C. simillima Stål).

Key words: Biogeography; distribution; leaf beetles; Mesoamerica; Mexico; new species; taxonomy

Introduction

Auguste Chevrolat proposed the name “Calligrapha” to an assemblage of Chrysomelinae in the collection of 
Count P. F. M. A. Dejean (Second Catalogue, 1836; Bousquet & Bouchard 2013), mostly from Mexico, and 
generally characterized by an intricate design on their elytra, surely suggesting him of exquisite (κάλλος) drawings 
(γραφή). Later, in his account of Chrysomelinae within the third tome of Charles D’Orbigny’s Dictionnaire 
universel d’Histoire Naturelle (1843, p. 656), he indicated Chrysomela polyspila Germar, 1821 as the type for the 
genus and ranked it with most other known Chrysomelinae genera in a crude system based on the morphology of 
tarsal claws, simple claws in this case. Just before that, Reverend Frederick W. Hope trying to amend Chevrolat’s 
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