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Gali Olimpievna Krivolutskaya, a Senior Re-
searcher at the Laboratory of Entomology, the Institute
for Biology and Soil Sciences of the Russian Academy
of Sciences (Far Eastern Division), a member of the
Russian Entomological Society, Doctor of Biology,
passed away on February 26, 2007, at the age of 83,
after aprolonged illness.

G.O. Krivolutskaya was born on March 30, 1923 in
Moscow, in the family of a mining engineer. Already
as a child, she travelled with her father in the Uras,
Western and Eastern Siberia, the Transbaikalia, and
the Northern Caucasus. These early impressions
aroused her interest in nature and traveling. In 1947
Gali Olimpievna graduated from the Biological Fac-
ulty of Moscow State University and continued work-
ing at the Department of Entomology, where she car-
ried out her first research (on oribatid mites) under the
supervision of Prof. A.A. Zakhvatkin. Her enthusiasm
for scientific research and field work made her leave

Moscow in 1949 and go to Sakhalin, where she inves-
tigated insect forest pests at the Sakhalin Branch of the
Academy of Sciences. Under the supervision of
A.l. Kurentsov she began her research of bark beetles.
Gali Olimpievna maintained her Candidate’s thesis
Bark Beetles of Sakhalin Idand in 1954, and prepared
a monograph under the same title in 1958. This book
summarized the data on taxonomy, distribution, ecol-
ogy, tunnel structure, and economic importance of
63 species of bark beetles; 26 species were reported
for the first time from Sakhalin, and 4 species and
2 infraspecific forms were described as new to sci-
ence. This monograph was highly appreciated by ex-
perts and won a Prize of the Presidium of the Acad-
emy of Sciences.

In 1955-1961 Gali Olimpievna worked at the Bio-
logical Ingtitute of the West Siberian Branch of the
Academy of Sciences, studying the cryptic wood-
boring pests in the Siberian moth outbreak loci in the
vast territory of Western Siberia (Novosibirsk, Tomsk,
and Kemerovo provinces, Altai and Krasnoyarsk terri-
tories). She described the complex of wood-boring
insects, consisting largely of beetles (except for 3 spe-
cies of horntails), and studied the fauna and biology of
4 coleopteran families: bark beetles, long-horned bee-
tles, weevils, and jewel beetles. Based on these stud-
ies, Gali Olimpievna prepared the monograph Cryptic
Woodboring Pests in Western Sberian Dark Conifer-
ous Forests Damaged by the Sberian Moth (1964),
containing a comprehensive characteristic of these
groups of beetles (structure of tunnels and their posi-
tion on tree trunks, the density of larvae and adults, the
degree of damage to wood, the flight period, etc.) and
illustrated keys. The book immediately became a ref-
erence of Siberian beetles. In 1955-1958 Gali Olim-
pievna studied the insect pests of green plantations in
Novosibirsk.

From 1961 until her retirement in 1993, Gali Olim-
pievnha worked at the Laboratory of Entomology, the
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Institute for Biology and Soil Sciences, Far Eastern
Division of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR
(now Russian Academy of Sciences) in Vladivostok.
In 1961-1972 she studied the insect fauna of the Kuril
Islands (Shikotan, Kunashir, Iturup, Urup, Simushir,
Paramushir, and Shumshu). The results of this work
were published in the books The Insect Fauna of the
Kuril Islands (1973) and Crane Flies (Diptera, Li-
moniidae) of the Southern Kuril Islands and Southern
Sakhalin (1976, with E.N. Savchenko). In 1972 she
maintained her Doctoral Dissertation The Main Fea-
tures of the Insect Fauna of the Kuril Islands. Her
monograph The Insect Fauna of the Kuril I1slands: Its
Origin and Main Features was the first synopsis of
insects of this remote and hard-to-reach area published
in Russian. It was highly appreciated by specialists in
Russia and abroad, and later translated into English.

In 1972-1993 Gali Olimpievna worked within the
research program “Beetles of the Russian Far East.”
After the death of A.l. Kurentsov she remained the
only Russian expert in bark beetles. She prepared the
relevant sections of the Keys to Insects of the Euro-
pean Part of the USSR (1964) and Keys to Insects of
the Russian Far East (1996).

Gali Olimpievna was the leading expert in the bark
beetles and related coleopteran families in the Russian
Far East. For many years she coordinated researches
of these insects, edited two volumes of Keys to Insects
of the Russian Far East devoted to beetles, and pre-
pared the general characteristic of the order Coleop-
tera and the sections on 11 beetle families. In all, she
had 77 scientific publications, including 4 mono-
graphs. Gali Olimpievna was well known in Russia
and adjacent countries as a specialist in the insect
fauna of Sakhalin and the Kuril 1slands.

A well-educated and disciplined researcher, Gali
Olimpievna was able to solve complex problems of
taxonomy and ecology of bark beetles and to analyze
the diverse insect fauna of the Kuril Islands. A de-
voted taxonomist, she did not hesitate to enter some
related fields of biology, in particular, dealing with the
problems of insular speciation or the origin of the Ku-
ril fauna. Although she regarded the taxonomy of bee-
tles as the principal aspect of her career, Gali Olim-
pievha was often involved in applied entomological
research, studying the pests of green plantations in
Novosibirsk, the woodboring forest pests in the Sibe-
rian moth outbreaks in Western Siberia, and wax
scales in the Primorskii Territory. She carried out this
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work most seriously and thoroughly, trying to obtain
results of general scientific significance. Such an ap-
proach was characteristic of al phases of her work:
collection and labeling of material, accumulation of
data, and preparation of the manuscript. Manifesting
great skills, Gali Olimpievna edited the collected arti-
cles issued by her laboratory. She was a very knowl-
edgeable person and a good teacher, three Candidate’s
dissertations having been maintained under her super-
vision.

Gali Olimpievna was a woman of remarkable opti-
mism and a specia taste for life. She liked traveling,
enjoyed photography and filming. Already after her
retirement she prepared the bark beetle section for
Keys to Insects of the Russian Far East. She was a
kind person, always willing to help or advise.

All her pupils, friends, and colleagues regarded
G.O. Krivolutskaya as a distinguished entomologist,
a gifted research leader, and an amiable personality.
Eleven species of insects were named after her.
G.O. Krivolutskaya will be remembered as a scientist
who contributed much to the development of entomo-
logy in the Russian Far East.
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SPECIES OF BEETLES AND ACARINES
DESCRIBED BY G.O. KRIVOLUTSKAYA

Allogalumna boevi Krivolutskaja, 1952 (SE Ka-
zakhstan)—Acari: Galumnidae.

Allogalumna thysanura Krivolutskaja, 1952 (SE
Kazakhstan)—A cari: Galumnidae.

Cryphalus alni Krivolutskaja, 1958 (Sakhalin)—
Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Cryphalus kurilensis Krivolutskaja, 1968 (Kuril Is-
lands)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Cryphalus padi Krivolutskaja, 1958 (Sakhalin)—
Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Dryocoetes aceris Krivolutskaja, 1968 (Kuril Is-
lands)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Eudophelus elegans Krivolutskgja, 1956 (Sakha-
lin)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Eocryphalus zachvatkini Krivolutskaja, 1958 (Sak-
halin)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Galumna dimorpha Krivolutskgja, 1952 (SE Ka
zakhstan)—Acari: Galumnidae.

Galumna kazakhstani Krivolutskaja, 1952 (SE Ka-
zakhstan)—Acari: Galumnidae.

Hypothenemus insularum Krivolutskaja, 1968 (Ku-
ril 1slands)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Pityophthorus sachalinensis Krivolutskaja, 1956
(Sakhalin)—Col eoptera: Scolytidae.

Pseudohyorrhynchus wadai  kurilensis  Krivolut-
skaja, 1996 (Kuril 1slands)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Pseudotritoma laferi Krivolutskaja, 1992 (Primor-
skii Territory)—Coleoptera: Erotylidae.

Pseudotritoma ussuriensis Krivolutskaja, 1992
(Primorskii Territory)—Coleoptera: Erotylidae.

Slvanoprus sikhotensis Krivolutskaja, 1992 (Pri-
morskii Territory)—Coleoptera: Cucujidae.
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Fohaerotrypes juglansis Krivolutskgja, 1970 (Pri-
morskii Territory)—Coleoptera: Scolytidae.

Thanasimus nigriventralis Krivolutskaja, 1981
(Khabarovsk Territory)—Coleoptera: Cleridae.

Tomicus puellus orientalis Krivolutskaja, 1956
(Sakhalin)—Col eoptera: Scolytidae.

SPECIES OF INSECTS NAMED
AFTER G.O. KRIVOLUTSKAYA

Amara krivolutzkajae Lafer, 1989 (Coleoptera,
Carabidae).

Ampedus galii Gurieva, 1979 (Coleoptera, Elateri-
dae).

Aphis galiae lvanovskaja, 1959 (Homoptera, Aphi-
dae).

Cotoya galiae Anufriev, 1977 (Homoptera, Delpha
cidae).

Dictyoptera krivolutzkajae L. Medvedev, 1966
(Coleoptera, Lycidag).

Dryocoetes krivolutzkajae Mandel shtam, 2001 (Col-
eoptera, Scolytidae).

Hypothenemus krivolutzkajae Wood, 1992 (Coleo-
ptera, Scolytidag).

Isorhipis krivolutzkii L. Medvedev, 1970 (Coleo-
ptera, Eucnemidae).

Paraneurus galiae Kerzhner, 1979 (Heteroptera,
Aradidag).

Plateros krivolutzkajae L. Medvedev, 1966 (Co-
leoptera, Lycidae).

Polygraphus punctifrons krivolutzkianus Stark,
1952 (Coleoptera, Scolytidag).

Triaspis krivolutzkayae Belokobylskij, 1994 (Hy-
menoptera, Braconidag).



