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Abstract. The synonymization of species Chromadorita arctica Gagarin, 1999, syn. nov. from Novaya 
Zemlya and Ch. fennica Jensen, 1979 from the Gulf of Finland is proposed.

Резюме. Предлагается синонимизация видов Chromadorita arctica Gagarin, 1999, syn. nov. c Но-
вой Земли и Ch. fennica Jensen, 1979 из Финского залива.
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Twelve species of free-living nematodes, which 
have already been observed in Novaya Zem-
lya (Gagarin, 1997, 1999, 2001), were found in 
the material from freshwater bodies of Novaya 
Zemlya archipelago collected by A.A. Przhiboro 
in 2017 and put at the author’s disposal. Chro-
madorita leuckarti (de Man, 1876) is the most nu-
merous species, though it was not marked in the 
first publication on the nematodes fauna of No-
vaya Zemlya (Steiner, 1916). A comparison of the 
general morphology of Novaya Zemlya samples of 
this species with the morphology of other popu-
lations (Table 1) shows almost complete identity 
with both the first description (de Man, 1876) 
and the redescription of the type material (Loof, 
1961). The difference is almost beyond the margin 
of error of the mean. The same can be said about 
the most frequently cited (reference) descriptions 

of Ch. leuckarti populations from Denmark (Mi-
coletzky, 1925) and Sweden (Andrassy, 1967), al-
though the Swedish population is represented by 
somewhat larger specimens.

Chromadorita arctica Gagarin, 1999 discov-
ered in Novaya Zemlya is of particular interest. 
This species was not involved in the early reviews 
of Novaya Zemlya fauna of free-living nema-
todes (Gagarin, 1997); however, it appears a lit-
tle bit later (Gagarin, 1999, 2001). For a number 
of characters, Ch. arctica is well distinguished 
from Ch. leuckarti by its large body size, spicule 
length (45–50 µm vs. 30–40 µm) and the number 
of supplements (7 vs. 8). However, the same dif-
ferences are observed between Ch. leuckarti and 
Ch. fennica Jensen, 1979 from the Gulf of Finland. 
At the same time, there is a significant similarity 
between Ch. arctica and Ch. fennica, especially 

*Chairman of the Editorial Board comment
Perhaps the author is right in his opinion, but it is not enough well-grounded. Since neither description of Ch. leuckarti 

from NZ nor re-examination of Ch. arctica type specimens are presented.
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in males, which is convincingly confirmed by the 
data in Table 1. The only difference between these 
species lies in the paired gubernaculum of Ch. arc-
tica, which generally causes doubt on the natural-
ness of this phenomenon, not noted anywhere else 
within the taxonomic group under consideration, 
and more similar to an artifact. In accordance 
with the set forth, Ch. arctica should be consid-
ered as a junior synonym for Ch. fennica.

Chromadorita fennica was described from the 
western part of the Gulf of Finland off the coast of 
Finland and Sweden, as well as from the eastern 
part of the gulf near the Bolshaya Izhora Village 
(Jensen, 1979). Initially, this species was identi-
fied as Ch. leuckarti (Filipjev, 1930), and only af-
ter a thorough study of the materials from the col-
lection of the Zoological Institute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences performed by I.N. Filipjev, 
it was established that some of the Chromadorita 
specimens belong to Ch. fennica (Jensen, 1979).
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