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Giraudiella inclusa (Frauenfeld) is recorded from NW Russia, near the polar circle 
(66°20´N). It is the northernmost record of this widespread species, ca. 650 km N of the 
previously known range. The distribution of G. inclusa is discussed; data on its habitat in 
NW Russia are given.
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Giraudiella inclusa (Frauenfeld, 1862) is a wide-
spread West-Palaearctic species. It is known from 
most countries of Western and Central Europe 
within the range of the host plant, Phragmites 
australis (Cav.) Trin. ex Steud. (Skuhravá & 
Skuhravý, 1981; Skuhravá, 1986).

Material. Russia, Karelia, Loukhi Distr., 66°20´N 
33°38´E, sea shore, intertidal zone, from galls on 
Phragmites australis: 2 F reared 2.III.1993 after thermic 
reactivation of galls collected 13.IX.1992; 1 pupa, 
2.III.1993 in gall collected 13.IX.1992; 28 larvae in galls,
20.VIII-13.IX.1992 (all leg. Przhiboro, deposited at the
Zoological Institute, St.Petersburg).

Notes on habitat. All material was collected
within one site of reed stands at the shore of the
White Sea (Kandalaksha Bay). It is situated at
the end of the narrow Seldyanaya Inlet near the
Biological Station of the Zoological Institute.
The site lies within the upper half of the inter-
tidal zone, is desalinated by a streamlet, and is
shielded from wind by the surrounding mixed
forest. It is characterized by the muddy soil and
developed litter layer (tree leaves, wood and reed
remains). The width of reed belt is 6.5 m.

Upper intertidal zone is considered as the zone
between the average high tide level of spring tide
(ca. 2.1 m in height) and that of neap tide (ca.
1.7 m). In late August, reeds in this zone are 1.5-
2.2 m high (cover 40-60% per m2). At the same
time, in the underneath, middle intertidal zone,
reeds are 0.5-1.5 m high (cover 10-40% per m2).

Plants infested were situated in both zones, i.e.
in many cases their lower above-ground parts
were submerged by sea water every day, twice
in 24 hours. Almost all galls were in the lower
third of Phragmites shoots; all galls were closed.

Old galls were numerous in dead reed stems and
their remains in litter. No galls of other type were
found. The average larval density in the period
of study (late August – mid September 1992) was
2.5 ± 1.44 ind./0.1 m2 (n = 12).

For comparison, in the freshwater lake Krivoe
(1.5 km NE of Seldyanaya Inlet) characterized
by sparse reed stands in the shallow zone (from
the water margin to a depth of 2 m), no plants
infested by G. inclusa were found, although the
dipteran fauna of sites with Phragmites was in-
vestigated in detail (Przhiboro, 1999).

Notes on distribution. Giraudiella inclusa is
for the first time recorded from Russia. The popu-
lation is found at a comparatively high latitude,
near the polar circle. Previously known north-
ernmost records of this species are from SW Fin-
land (Forsius, 1927) and from Latvia (Spungis,
1979). Thus, our record extends the range of G.
inclusa ca. 650 km north. According to these data,
the northern border of G. inclusa range is rather
close to the known northern border of its host
range, which lies in the Kola Peninsula at 67-
68°N (Ramenskaya & Andreeva, 1982).

Giraudiella inclusa occupies a large distribu-
tion area (Fig. 1) extending from Western Eu-
rope to the Black Sea (Skuhravá et al., 1991) 
and up to Iraq in the Middle East (Nijveldt, 
1967). Galls of this species were recently found 
in Bel-gium (Baetens & De Bruyn, 2001), 
Denmark (Skuhravá, 2002, unpublished), Serbia 
(Simova-Tošić et al., 2000), Greece (Skuhravá & 
Skuhravý, 1997), and on islands in the 
Mediterranean Sea: Sardinia (Skuhravá & 
Skuhravý, 2003a), Malta (Skuhravá et al., 
2003) and Cyprus (Skuhravá & Skuhravý, 
2003b).
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Fig. 1. Distribution of Giraudiella inclusa (Frauenfeld); one black circle indicates its occurrence in one country.




