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male characters vary considerably, 
the usually diagnostic parameres 
are not reliable, other characters 
seem to vary in their expression, 
and most of the females all seem to 
look alike. The result is difficulty in 
identification of some species.

Here we report a presumably 
unique specimen from the Depart-
ment of Cuzco, Peru that is unlike 
any other Golofa species known 
to us. It resembles G. claviger (L.) 
which is known from Peru, Ecua-
dor, and Colombia, but its pronotal 
armature is truly remarkable, and 
its parameres differ somewhat. It 
is either a new species or the result 
of an irregular combination of 
genes resulting in a morphological 
oddity. Additional specimens with 
the same body structures would 
confirm a new species, but in the 
meantime we suspect that it is a 
unique monstrosity or malformed 
specimen. Note particularly the 
pronotal horn where the apex is 
deeply bifurcate with visible setae 
on the anterior edge and a thick-
ened head horn. The sympatri-
cally occurring Golofa claviger, by 
contrast, has a pronotal horn with 
an apex that is strongly and trian-
gularly dilated with setae on the 
concave surface beneath the dila-
tion and a more slender head horn. 
The parameres of the monstrosity 
are also more arcuate rather than 
subtriangular as in G. claviger and 
are also slightly more robust. These 
parameres do not seem to match 
any species of Golofa.

So, while it might be tempting to 
describe this specimen as a new 

A map of Peru showing the Departments of Junin and Cuzco, 
where the range of Golofa claviger overlaps with that of the 
unique specimen describe here.
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Golofa claviger Linnaeus, 1771. Peru, Department of Junin, La Merced, I-2012. Length 46mm.
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Golofa sp. Peru, Department of Cuzco, 1,100 meters elevation, II-2012. Length 50 mm.
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