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Abstract. Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929 is redescribed and transferred to the subgenus Apteronympha 
Seidlitz, 1898. Lagria hirta (Linnaeus, 1758) is recorded from Israel for the first time. Type species of 
Lachna Billberg, 1820 (= Lagria Fabricius, 1775) is designated. A checklist of the Western Palaearctic 
species of Lagria and a key to the species of the subgenus Apteronympha are given. 
Key words. Tenebrionidae, Lagriini, Lagria tenenbaumi, Apteronympha, Lachna, type species designa-
tion, checklist, Israel. 
 
Резюме. Приведено переописание Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929, этот вид переведен в подрод Apte-
ronympha Seidlitz, 1898. Lagria hirta (Linnaeus, 1758) впервые указан из Израиля. Обозначен 
типовой вид рода Lachna Billberg, 1820 (= Lagria Fabricius, 1775). Даны аннотированный список за-
паднопалеарктических видов рода Lagria и таблица для определения видов подрода Apteronympha. 
Ключевые слова. Tenebrionidae, Lagriini, Lagria tenenbaumi, Apteronympha, Lachna, обозначение 
типового вида, список видов, Израиль. 
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Introduction 
Lagria Fabricius, 1775 is a large collective genus of the primitive tenebrionoid subtribe Lagriina 

with more than 150 species in the temperate, tropical and subtropical areas of Europe, Africa (including 
Madagascar), Asia, New Guinea and northern parts of Australia (Northern Territory and Queensland). The 
genus contains species with very different general appearance and without any synapomorphy which 
would separate them from members of other genera. Virtually the absence of salient modifications in 
the antennae, pronotum, elytra and legs seems to be the only reason to put them together in this genus. 

Seidlitz (1898) erected the subgenus Apteronympha for two Western Mediterranean species on 
the basis of flightlessness of females, although females with reduced hind wings occur in other (non-
European) species of Lagriina (even in Lagria itself) as well. Males resemble Lagria hirta (Linnaeus, 
1758), the type species of the genus, in all fundamental features. There is another feature that separates 
members of Apteronympha from other Western Palaearctic species of Lagria. This is the rugose (coarse 
and dense) punctation of pronotum; the other species have finely and sparsely punctate (sometimes nearly 
impunctate) pronotum. Although female flightlessness and difference in pronotal punctation are rather 
weak traits to support subgeneric distinction, the subgenus is retained for now as a separate group, since 
a thorough revision of the genus is a task of the future. Borchmann (1936) transferred Lagria pygmaea 
Brancsik, 1892 to Apteronympha, but this Madagascan species is unknown to the author, and it is quite 
possible that it is not closely related to the species from the Western Palaearctic. 

Borchmann apparently overlooked Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929, a species described from Pales-
tine, because it is absent from his monograph of World “Lagriidae” (Borchmann, 1936). Only males were 
available when Pic published the very short description typical of him, so subgeneric assignment was 
impossible. A redescription of the species, including the description of the female, is given below. On the 
basis of the rugosely punctate pronotum and wingless female it is unequivocal that Lagria tenenbaumi 
should be assigned to the subgenus Apteronympha. 

Abbreviations of depositories: BMNH – Natural History Museum (formerly British Museum, Natu-
ral History), London, United Kingdom; HNHM – Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, Hun-
gary; NMPR – National Museum, Prague, Czech Republic; TAUI – Tel Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel. 

Transliteration of locality names is according to the Touring Map of Israel (1 : 250 000) + List of 
settlements, antiquity sites and road distances, (2001) Survey of Israel, Cartography Department, Tel Aviv. 

Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929 (Figs 1–4) 
Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929: 2; Bodenheimer, 1937: 135. 
Original description: “Lagria Tenenbaumi nov. (? var. de tristis Bon). ♂ Sat elongatus, parum nitidus, sat longe gri-

seo pubescens, fortiter et pro parte dense ruguloso-punctatus, niger, elytris postice diverse pallidioribus. Long. 6,7 mill. 
Palestine: Gebatha (Tenenbaum, in coll. Tenenbaum et Pic). 

En l’absence du sexe ♀, je ne puis me prononcer catégoriquement au sujet de cette nouveauté, mais j’incline à y voir 
simplement une variété, à coloration générale foncée de L. tristis Bon., les antennes ayant le dernier article environ de la 
longueur des quatre précédents réunis, le prothorax aussi large que long, densément ponctué.” 

Redescription. M a l e  (Fig. 1). Body winged, elongate, slender, almost parallel-sided, dark brownish black (teneral 
specimens paler), weakly shining; vestiture consisting of short, semierect greyish hairs leaving dorsal surface visible. Body 
length 4.8–6.1 mm (n = 42). 

Head short, coarsely and densely punctate, interspaces much narrower than a puncture diameter; frons shallowly im-
pressed; frontoclypeal suture deep; clypeus with anterior margin slightly concave; temples short, converging posteriorly; eyes 
large, bulging, interocular distance shorter than eye diameter. Pubescence sparse, with a few long hairs on temples. Maxilla 
with apical palpomere narrowly securiform. Labium with apical palpomere spindle-shaped, apex not emarginate. Antennae 
when posteriorly extended surpassing posterior margin of pronotum by last two antennomeres; antennomere 1 subglobose, 2 
subequal in length and width, 3 twice as long as 2, 4 slightly shorter than 3, 5 and 6 slightly shorter than 4, 7–9 as long as 5 
and 6 but slightly broader, 10 subequal in length and width, 11 as long as four preceding antennomeres combined. 

Prothorax nearly as long as wide, constricted just posterior to middle, widest just anterior to middle; pronotum with 
dorsal surface slightly convex, with barely visible mesal impression immediately before posterior margin; punctation coarse 
and dense, interspaces narrower than a puncture diameter; pubescence partly proclinate. Prothoracic hypomeron and proster-
num with coarse and sparse punctures and fine transverse wrinkles. Scutellum small, rounded triangular, coarsely punctate. 

Elytra about 3.5 times as long as wide and 4 times as long as pronotum; sides parallel, barely diverging posteriorly; 
punctation relatively coarse and dense, without trace of longitudinal rows; punctures separated by interspaces of 0.5 to 
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1 puncture diameter; interspaces without microreticulation. Pubescence reclinate. Mesoventrite finely punctate; mesoventral 
process about 1/5 times as wide as mesocoxa; mesepisternum, metepimeron, and metepisternum coarsely and densely punc-
tate, metaventrite very finely and sparsely punctate. 

Legs long and slender; femora subequal in length to tibiae, and practically not clavate; length of hind femur about 
twice width of elytron at level of hind coxae; tibiae nearly straight, subequal in width; femora and tibiae without denticles, 
angulations or any other modifications; tarsi definitely shorter than tibiae. 

Abdominal ventrites finely and sparsely punctate, punctation becoming denser toward lateral portion; last ventrite 
rounded posteriorly. Aedeagus with basale about 8 times as long as apicale, latter narrowly triangular (Figs 3, 4). 

F e m a l e  (Fig. 2). Body wingless, shorter and broader. Body length 6.8–7.0 mm (n = 2). Eyes small, transverse; in-
terocular distance 2.5 times eye diameter; antennae short, when posteriorly extended barely surpassing posterior margin 
of pronotum; antennomere 11 twice as long as 10; prothorax slightly transverse, disc without midlongitudinal impression; 
elytra distinctly widened posteriorly, with traces of longitudinal elevations in posterior half. 

Material. I s r a e l . ‘Adullam, 17 V 2002, V. Mandelik & V. Chikatunov (1 ♂, 1 ♀; TAUI); Amnun, light trap, 15 
III 2003, V. Kravchenko & V. Chikatunov (1 ♂; TAUI); Amnun, light trap, 15 V 2003, V. Kravchenko & V. Chikatunov 
(3 ♂; TAUI); Been Mashichim [= Be`er Mash`abim], 7 XII 1996, R. Hoffman (1 ♂; TAUI); Esdraelon, Mount Gilboa [= 
Yizre’`el Valley, Hare Gilboa’], unknown date and collector [probably Q. Argaman] (1 ♂; TAUI); Gan Shomeron, 27 IX 
1957, Hebr[ew] Univ[ersity] (1 ♂; TAUI); Golan, Senir, 23 IX 1997, V. Chikatunov (2 ♂; TAUI); Haifa, Checkpost, 20 IV 
1998, V. Chikatunov & T. Pavlíček (1 ♂; TAUI); Hammat Gader, 15 VI 2002, light trap, V. Kravchenko (1 ♂; TAUI); Kok-
hav HaYarden, light trap, 15 VI 2002, V. Kravchenko (1 ♂; TAUI); Lod, 8 X 1997, R. Hoffman (1 ♂; TAUI); Majdal Shams, 
2 X 2002, V. Kravchenko (1 ♂; TAUI); Majdal Shams, 20 V 2001, V. Kravchenko (2 ♂, HNHM; 3 ♂, TAUI); Merom 
 

 
 

 
 

Figs 1, 2. Lagria (Apteronympha) tenenbaumi Pic, 1926, male and female. Scale = 2 mm. 



 222

 
 

Figs 3, 4. Lagria (Apteronympha) tenen-
baumi Pic, 1926, aedeagus, ventral and lateral 
views. Scale = 0.5 mm. 

Golan, 12 VI 2000, V. Chikatunov (1 ♂; TAUI); Mi-
khmoret, unknown date and collector [probably Q. Ar-
gaman] (2 ♂; TAUI); Nahal Dishon, Rt. 886, light trap, 
22 V 1998, A. Freidberg (1 ♂, BMNH; 2 ♂, TAUI); 
Nahal Oren, Mt. Carmel, SFS [= south-facing slope], 
light trap, 30 X 1997, T. Pavlíček (2 ♂, NMPR; 1 ♂, 
HNHM); Nahal Oren, S1, 5 X 1997, V. Chikatunov & 
T. Pavlíček (1 ♂; TAUI); Nahal Oren, SFS1 [= south-
facing slope], 30 X 1997, V. Chikatunov & T. Pavlíček 
(1 ♂; TAUI); Nahal Oren, SFS2 [= south-facing slope], 
light, 21 V 1998, V. Chikatunov & T. Pavlíček (1 ♂; 
TAUI); Nahal Sansan, 17 V 2002, V. Mandelik & 
V. Chikatunov (1 ♂; TAUI); Ramallah, 600 m, 10 IX 
1958, J. Klapperich (1 ♂; HNHM); Ramot Avishov, 17 
V 2002, V. Mandelik & V. Chikatunov (1 ♀; HNHM); 
Samaria, Wadi el Faria [= Nahal Tirza], unknown date 
and collector [probably Q. Argaman] (2 ♂; TAUI); 
Segula, Qiryat Gat, 5 V 1996, V. Chikatunov (1 ♂; 
TAUI); Tel Dan, 15 VI 2002, light trap, V. Kravchenko 
(1 ♂; TAUI); Tel Dan, 5 X 2002, light trap, V. 
Kravchenko & V. Chikatunov (1 ♂, BMNH; 1 ♂, 
TAUI); Zekharya, 17 V 2002, V. Mandelik & 
V. Chikatunov (1 ♂; TAUI); Zur Hadassa, light trap, 29 
IV 2001, V. Kravchenko (1 ♂; TAUI).  

Distribution. All known localities of this 
species are in Israel. 

Diagnostic characters of L. tenenbaumi 
see in the key below (with data on the distribu-
tion of the species in the Iberian Peninsula after 
Español, 1964 and Viñolas, Cartagena, 2005). 

Key to species of the subgenus Lagria (Apteronympha) 

1a. Body unicoloured dark brownish black, at most tibiae slightly paler. Female without midlongitudinal 
impression on pronotum. – Israel .............................................................. Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929 

1b. Body not unicoloured: at least elytra light reddish brown. Female with more or less distinct midlongi-
tudinal impression on pronotum. – Western Mediterranean .................................................................. 2 

2a. Male with interocular distance more than half of eye diameter. Legs, antennae, head and pronotum 
entirely black. Elytral pubescence shorter. Female with shallow midlongitudinal impression restricted 
to posterior half of pronotum. – Iberian Peninsula ...................................... Lagria rubida Graells, 1855 

2b. Male with interocular distance less than half of eye diameter. Legs and antennae (frequently also 
pronotum and head) at least partly reddish brown. Elytral pubescence somewhat longer. Female with 
deep midlongitudinal impression almost reaching anterior margin of pronotum. – Iberian Peninsula, 
southern France, northern Italy, southern Switzerland; ?Morocco .. Lagria rugosula Rosenhauer, 1856 

Lagria hirta (Linnaeus, 1758) 
This is the second species of Lagria occurring in Israel. It has winged females, larger and bicol-

oured body (the elytra are reddish brown, the rest is black) and finely punctate pronotum.  
Material. Jerusalem, 8 IV 1966, unknown collector (1 ♂; TAUI); N kziv [= Nahal Keziv], 4 VI 1999, M. Finkel (1 

♂; TAUI); Nahal Keziv, 28 IX 1999, M. Finkel & V. Kravchenko (1 ♂; TAUI); Mt. Meiron [= Har Meron], 18 IX 1976, 
A. Freidberg (1 ♂; TAUI), and 12 VII 2002, light trap, V. Kravchenko (1 ♀; TAUI). 

3 4 



 223

Checklist of the Western Palaearctic species of the genus Lagria 

Much of the synonymy is based on Borchmann (1936). A few names were synonymised by Merkl 
(2004). L. brevipilis Desbr. and L. pici Normand are unknown to the author; it is not impossible that these 
names are synonyms of other, well known species of Lagria occurring in North Africa. 

Subgenus Apteronympha Seidlitz, 1898: 336  

Type species Lagria rubida Graells, 1855, designated by Merkl, 2004: 284. 

Lagria rubida Graells, 1855: 74. Spain 
= Lagria parvula Perris, 1864: 291 
= Lagria elliptica Fairmaire, 1880: 242 

Lagria rugosula Rosenhauer, 1856: 223. Europe: France, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland; 
North Africa: Morocco 

= Lagria tristis Bonelli, 1812: 172, not Fabricius, 1801: 70 
= Lagria glabrata Olivier, 1792: 446, not Fabricius, 1775: 125 
= Lagria pubescens Latreille, 1804: 351, not Linnaeus, 1767: 603 
= Lagria melichari Reitter, 1890: 173 

Lagria tenenbaumi Pic, 1929: 1. Asia: Israel 

Subgenus Lagria Fabricius, 1775: 124  

Type species Chrysomela hirta Linnaeus, 1758, designated by Borchmann, 1916: 59. 
 = Lachna Billberg, 1820: 35. Type species Chrysomela hirta Linnaeus, 1758, here designated. 

Lagria atripes Mulsant et Guillebeau, 1855: 74. Europe: north to Belgium, Germany and Poland; 
Asia: Iran, Turkmenistan, Turkey 

= Lagria atripes var. puncticollis Seidlitz, 1898: 337  
= Lagria atripes var. tenuicollis Seidlitz, 1898: 337, not Fairmaire, 1895: 450 

Lagria brevipilis Desbrochers des Loges, 1881: 143. North Africa: Algeria 

Lagria grenieri Brisout de Barneville, 1867: 181. Europe: France, Portugal, Spain 

Lagria hirta (Linnaeus, 1758: 377) (Chrysomela). Europe: north to Fennoscandia; North Africa: 
Algeria, Morocco; Asia: Russia (Western and Eastern Siberia), Israel, Cyprus, Turkey, Iran, Iraq, Kazakh-
stan, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan 

= Cantharis spadicea Scopoli, 1763: 43 
= Chrysomela pubescens Linnaeus, 1767: 603 
= Lagria glabrata Fabricius, 1775: 125 
= Tenebrio villosus De Geer, 1775: 44 
= Cantharis flava Geoffroy, 1785: 155 
= Lagria lurida Krynicki, 1832: 137 
= Lagria nudipennis Mulsant, 1856: 20 
= Lagria depilis Mulsant, 1856: 21 
= Lagria caucasica Motschulsky, 1860: 144 
= Lagria fuscata Motschulsky, 1860: 144 
= Lagria pontica Motschulsky, 1860: 144  
= Lagria hirta var. limbata Desbrochers des Loges, 1881: 142 
= Lagria seminuda Reitter, 1889: 259 

Lagria lata Fabricius, 1801: 70. Europe: Spain; North Africa: Algeria, Morocco 
= Lagria rugata Desbrochers des Loges, 1881: 145 

Lagria pici Normand, 1936: 161. North Africa: Tunisia 
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