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First Report of Thanasimus femoralis (Zetterstedt)
(Coleoptera, Cleridae) for the Bulgarian Fauna
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Abstract:

Thanasimus femoralis (Coleoptera: Cleridae) is recorded for the first time in the fauna of Bulgaria and

the Balkan Peninsula. During 2005-2006 adults of Th. femoralis, Tilloidea unifasciata (Cleridae) and
Phloeosinus henschi (Coleoptera: Curculionidae: Scolytinae) were reared from dry branches of Cupressus
sempervirens collected in the Pirin Mts. The clerid beetles can be treated as predators on Ph. henschi.
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The studies on the family Cleridae (Hexapoda:
Coleoptera) in Bulgaria started at the end of the 19th
century (STRAUS 1892, REITTER 1894). Atotal of 26 species
were reported for Bulgaria until now (Yoakmvov 1904,
KovacHEv 1905, KANTARDIEVA 1930, KANTARDIEVA-
Mmkova 1931, Rousal 1932, GNADT 1963, Mazur 1972,
GERSTMEIER 1998). Thanasimus femoralis (ZETTERSTEDT,
1828) is added to them with this note.

The locality of Thanasimus femoralis is situated
on the western side of the Pirin Mts., 7 km north-east
of Ilindentsi village, at 1100 m a. s. 1. with coordinates
as follows: 41° 40’ 54, 8” N and 23° 17’ 53, 9” E.
(Fig. 1). On 28 April 2005 parts of dry branches
(with diameter of 2.5 cm) of Mediterranean Cypress,
Cupressus sempervirens L. were collected in the
region of Mura chalet. Under the bark of branches
pupae and larvae of bark beetles (Coleoptera:
Curculionidae: Scolytinae) were found.

The samples were placed in a plastic container and
were transported to the University of Forestry in Sofia
(UF). The samples were kept in laboratory conditions
at room temperature (18-22 °C). During 2005-2006 the
adults of beetles were reared as follows:

©(2-24.06.2005 —Phloeosinus henschi REITTER,
1901 (Curculionidae: Scolytinae) — 1 3, 13 99;
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¢ 17.02.2006 — Thanasimus femoralis (Cleridae)
-1d;

¢ 17.02.2006 — Tilloidea unifasciata (FABRrIcIUs,
1787) (Cleridae) — 1 %.

The dimensions of the reared adult of Th.
femoralis are: body length — 5.5 mm and elytrae base
width — 1.1 mm. The specimen is kept in the insect
collection of the UF.

Thanasimus femoralis is mostly distributed in
North and Central Europe —the Scandinavian Peninsula,
Germany, Austria, Hungary, Slovakia, Czech Republic
(GersTMEIER 1998, 2004). The species was found also
in Russia — near Moscow and South-Eastern Siberia

Fig. 1. The locality of Thanasimus femoralis in Bulgaria.
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(BerLov, BErLOV 2006) and in Spain (Ruiz, BARRANCO
2000, Banmro de la PueBLa and LorEz-CoLon 2006).

The find of Th. femoralis is the first not only in
Bulgaria, but also on the Balkan Peninsula.

This clerid beetle inhabits the coniferous forests
and its larvae live under the bark of trees, mostly on
Picea abies (L.) H. Karst. and Pinus sylvestris L.
(Nxrskry 1980; TERREN, Ramisa 1983). Both larvae
and adults are predators on bark beetles, especially Ips
typographus (L.) (HuLcr etal. 2006, ScHROEDER 2003).
According to Ricater (1961) Th. femoralis attacks
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also Phaenops cyanea (Fasricius, 1775) (Coleoptera:
Buprestidae) and Magdalis spp. (Curculionidae).

The rearing of Th. femoralis and T. unifasciata
from branches, infested by Phloeosinus henschi is
most probably an indicator for trophy link between
clerids and the bark beetle.

Besidethatpossibletrophy link, the development
of the first two on Cupressus sempervirens is also of

interest.
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IIspBO choOenue HA Thanasimus femoralis (Zetterstedt)
(Coleoptera, Cleridae) 3a Obarapckara ¢payna

. /lotniues, /1. Osuapos
(Pe3rome)

Thanasimus femoralis (Coleoptera: Cleridae) ce cho0111aBa 3a ibpBH BT 32 (hayHara Ha beirapust u bankanckus
nonyoctpoB. [Ipe3 nepuoma 2005-2006 1. o cyxu kiionu Ha CUpressus sempervirens L., cx0panu ot [Tupus ca
u3onrpanu Bp3pacTHu Ha Th. femoralis, Tilloidea unifasciata (Cleridae) u Phloeosinus henschi (Coleoptera:
Curculionidae: Scolytinae). Hait-Bepositio BumoBete ot ceM. Cleridae ca xumrauii mo xkoposiaa Ph. henschi.
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