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SHORT NOTES

II. About the identity of Dorcadionoides subaeneus Motschulsky,
1857 (Coleoptera Cerambycidae)
The genus Dorcadionoides was introduced by MOTSCHULSKY (1897) for a fossil
cerambycid from Baltic amber. Even if it is without a description and the
indication of new genus, it must be considered valid according to ICZN, Art. 13.4.

The six-line-description of Dorcadionoides subaeneus was based on only
one specimen belonging to Prof. Franz Anton Menge, once teacher at the
Petrischule in Danzig (today Gdańsk ). Such description is all that remains from
this cerambycid today. In fact, MENGE’S collection, donated to the Westpreußische
Provinzialmuseum in Danzig after the death of its owner in 1880, was moved to a
number of Pomeranian villages in 1945 (KOSMOWSKA-CERANOWICZ, 2001).
Although single samples have been later found in Germany and Poland, this
collection is currently considered as having been lost (SZADZIEWSKI, in litt.).

Nonetheless, it is still possible to draw some taxonomic considerations.
According to its author, D. subaeneus was an intermediate form between the
genera Dorcadion Dalman, 1817 and Leiopus Audinet-Serville, 1835; its antennae
were scarcely longer than the body and its sub-metallic body was covered by a fine
pubescence. The wide difference between such genera, the former wingless,
globose and with short antennae, and the latter winged, depressed and with very
long antennae does not allow to identify the tribe either. Nonetheless, the prothorax
was toothed at both sides and this fact suggests that D. subaeneus must have
belonged at least to the subfamily Lamiinae.

After its description, this fossil was mentioned by SCUDDER (1885),
HANDLIRSCH (1907), LARSSON (1978), SPAHR (1981) and CARPENTER (1992). In
particular, CARPENTER considered Dorcadionoides as similar to Dorcadion, but the
simple observation that this species was only 1 line long (~2 mm) suggests that
Dorcadionoides did not have anything to do with such genus.

This minute size is very rare among Lamiinae; currently, no species is so
small. Nevertheless, a scarcely longer size can be found among Cyrtinini and
Pogonocherini. Actually, ZANG (1905) described just a Pogonocherus-species from
Baltic amber, 2,9 mm long.

The description of D. subaeneus might adapt itself to Pogonocherus jackeli
Zang, 1905. Moreover, according to the description, P. jackeli was similar to P.
ovatus (Goeze, 1777), a species of the Recent, rare in the Northern Europe and
perhaps unknown to MOTSCHULSKY.

Hence, there is the possibility that D. subaeneus could have been the oldest
synonym of P. jackeli. Unfortunately, the effective identity of this fossil can no
longer be checked and this species must be considered as Lamiinae incertae sedis.
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