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Omethidae (Coleoptera: Cantharoidea), a new family
for the Russian fauna
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ABSTRACT. Drilonius striatulus Kiesenwetter,
1874 is for the first time reported from the Kurile
Islands. This is the first representative of the family
Omethidae registered from the Russian territory.

PE3IOME. Drilonius striatulus Kiesenwetter, 1874
BIIEpBBIC NMpHUBOAUTCS ¢ Kypuibckux ocTpoBoB. OTO
nepBbIi npencTaBuTens cemeiicrBa Omethidae, 3ape-
THCTPUPOBAHHBIN HA POCCHICKON TEPPUTOPHH.

The family Omethidae was raised to its current level
by Crowson [1972]. It includes genera formerly associ-
ated with Drilidae, Lampyridae and Cantharidae. Drilo-
nius Kiesenwetter, 1874 is one of the two omethid
genera (the second being Omethes LeConte, 1861)
known from the Palaearctic region. Drilonius lists two
dozen species, most of which are distributed in the
Oriental region, with six species occurring in the Palae-
arctics [Kazantsev, 2009, 2010; Ramsdale, 2010]. A
representative of Omethidae has also been discovered
in the Baltic amber [Kazantsev, 2012].

During the 2011 Expedition of the Moscow Peda-
gogical University to the Kuriles a specimen of Drilo-
nius was collected on the Kunashir Island, making it the
first record of an Omethidae for the Russian fauna.

Drilonius striatulus Kiesenwetter, 1874
Fig. 1
MATERIAL: &', FE Russia: Kunashir Is., env. Alekhino, FIT, 1-
5.VIIL.2011, K. Makarov & A. Zaitsev leg. (Insect Centre, Moscow).
The disjunctive distribution area of Drilonius lies in
East Asia, from Sri Lanka, Nepal and Myanmar to the
Russian Far East, Japan, Philippines, Kalimantan and
Sumatra (Fig. 2). Interestingly, being registered in Ne-
pal and Sri Lanka, the genus seems to be absent in India.
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Fig 1. General view of Drilonius striatulus.
Puc. 1. O0wwmii Bun Drilonius striatulus.
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Fig. 2. Distribution area of Drilonius Kiesenwetter, 1874.
Puc. 2. Apean Drilonius Kiesenwetter, 1874.
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